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SOCIAL ECONOMICS. 

The College Equal Suffrage League of New York State, that 
planned the investigation into the results of equal franchise in 
Colorado, and Miss Helen L. Sumner, who carried out the inves- 
tigation, have both performed a signal public service. They have 
supplied the Suffrage Cause, the Anti-Suffrage Cause, and the 
great conservative body of men and women who have not yet 
made up their minds to either cause, with a small but definite 
body of facts. In the revived interest in the extension of suf- 
frage to women that has marked the last few years, theoretical 
arguments pro and con have been widely discussed. Assertions 
and counter assertions have become commonplaces; Suffrage ele- 
vates women to equality with men; it degrades them and ren- 
ders them unwomanly. It doubles the ignorant vote ; it increases 
the intelligent vote. It makes women neglect the home ; it makes 
for a more inspiring home life, and a new comradeship between 
men and women. It makes for corruption in politics; it purifies 
and ennobles politics. What the great body of the American pub- 
lie want to know of the Suffrage to-day is not what it claims, but 
what it accomplishes. What they are pragmatically interested 
in, is whether it works. 

An answer to this question is offered in Miss Sumner's book on 
" Equal Suffrage."* It is the result of an investigation into the 
political conditions and the legislative changes in Colorado after 
thirteen years' experience with equal franchise. The results will 
be to the highest degree unsatisfactory to the confirmed Anti; 
they will be moderately unsatisfactory to the suffrage enthusiast 
who hopes for the political millennium. They will be interesting 
as well as satisfactory to the moderate-minded suffragist who is 

* " Equal Suffrage," by Helen L. Sumner, Ph.D. Harper & Brothers. 
1909. 
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at the same time a student of human institutions. After thir- 
teen years of equal suffrage, all the men in Colorado are not in 
favor of it, nor are all the women ; nor have the men and women 
made up their minds about it one way or another. In an inves- 
tigation of 1,291 men and women representing widely differing 
interests, and selected to include all the influential factions in 
public life, 55.2 per cent, of the men, and 72.1 per cent, of the 
women were reported as favorable; 29.5 per cent, of the men 
and 15.14 per cent, of the women were unfavorable; 15.3 per 
cent, of the men and 12.5 per cent, of the women reported that 
they had not yet made up theif minds. But according to Miss 
Sumner's figures, the number of men who are favorable to equal 
suffrage has increased 10 per cent, since the passage of the bill 
in 1893; and the great majority of the women believe it works 
for their good and the public welfare. 

The investigation took the form of an elaborate questionnaire, 
and the material so obtained was amplified by statistics taken from 
public records. It covers the part played by women in party 
politics, and in public-office holding. It indicates the influence 
women's votes have had for and against a man or a measure. 
In a chapter on the " Economic Aspects of Equal Suffrage," the 
problem of affecting wages by legislation is discussed. But by 
far the most suggestive chapter in the book, in view of the cur- 
rent interest in the movement, is the last, where Miss Sumner 
has analyzed the opinions of the men and women favorable, un- 
favorable, and neutral to the question at issue, as to the effect 
of equal suffrage on the women of Colorado. No one interested 
in this living political issue can afford to pass by the opinions of 
these 1,291 men and women who have had thirteen years' expe- 
rience of conditions which are to most people purely hypothet- 
ical. Their judgments as to the influence of the suffrage on the 
morale, intelligence and public spirit of women, of its effect 
on home life and the bringing up of children, are some of the 
facts which are sorely needed at the present stage of the move- 
ment. 

Despite the ring of its title, " Misery and its Causes,"* by Dr. 
Edward T. Devine, is one of the most optimistic and cheerful 

•"Misery and its Causes," by Edward T. Devine. New York: The 
Macmillan Company. 1909. 



